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Learning Aim 

Students are able to analyse social problems and injustices 
that exist in society, which are linked to the world's 
sustainable development agenda (SDGs), and relate these 
issues to the role of CSOs as the third sector 
Students are able to evaluate the role and politics of CSOs 
as international relations actors in empowering civil society 
to support world sustainable development (SDGs) 
Students are able to communicate CSO political projects in 
the form of designs or formulations (proposals) of CSO 
activities to support sustainable development (SDGs) at the 
local level 

 

Course Description 

This course aims to provide knowledge about the role and 
politics of CSOs in influencing global issues, especially 
Sustainable Development (SDGs). Students are introduced 
to community problems related to poverty-marginalization 
and SDGs issues in the daily lives and politics of CSOs to 
overcome these problems. Students are expected to be 
able to analyse SDGs problems in society and design 
activities to respond to these problems in the form of 
community service activities. 

Course Study Materials 

1. Introduction to CSO Politics: Definition of CSO and 
history of CSO 
2. CSOs as the 3rd sector: Analysis of CSOs' political and 
social objectives; 
3. CSO Legitimacy: Marginalization & class analysis 
4. CSO participation and politics in international forums 
5. Contribution and role in global issues related to SDGs 
such as sustainable development, climate change, human 
rights, democracy, poverty and/or social justice 
6. The role of CSOs in local politics 
7. Cooperation and networking of international actors with 
local CSOs regarding SDG issues 
8. Uncivil Society and its impact on SDGs, security and 
global politics 
9. Challenges and limitations of CSOs: funding, power and 
accountability of CSOs 
10. Comparative study of various CSO case studies related 



to global issues (success and failure) 
11. Design (proposal) for CSO activities to support the 
achievement of SDGs in the surrounding area 

Reading Materials 

Main: 
“The Politics of NGOs in Indonesia: Developing democracy 
and managing a movement” by Bob S. Hadiwinata 
“Nonprofit Organizations: Theory, Management, Policy” by 
Anheier, H.K. 
The Political Role of Non-Governmental Organizations by 
C. Kuono and E. Söderbaum 
“A View from the Top: International Politics, Norms and the 
Worldwide Growth of NGOs”, Kim D. Reimann 
NGOs, States, and Donors: Too Close for Comfort? by B. 
Edwards and H. Gaventa 
Global Civil Society: An Overview by J. Lipschutz 

Supporter: 
The globalisation of NGOs by F. Rucht and D. Koopmans. 
“How do NGOs mobilize around the SDGs and what are the 
ways forward? A French-German comparison by Elisabeth 
Hege & Damien Demailly 
“Kemiskinan Struktural; Suatu Bunga Rampai”, Alfian, Mely 
G.Tan, dan Selo Soemardjan (eds.), 1980, HIPIS, Malang. 
Brady, D. 2006. Structural theory and relative poverty in rich 
Western democracies, 1969-2000. Research in Social 
Stratification and Mobility, vol. 24, issue 2. Pp. 153-175 
Sylvia Yazid, “Indonesia’s Civil Society in the Age of 
Democratization: NGO Responses on the Issue of Labor 
Migration,” in Transformation, Development, and 
Regionalization in Greater Asia, eds. Prof. Dr. Christoph 
Schuck and Matthias Heise, M.A. (Baden-Baden: Nomos, 
2013) 

 

Learning Media 
Software: Hardware: 
Presentation Slides, Case 
studies, and mentoring 

Laptop, computer, projector, 
writing board 

Number of Meeting 14 
Minimum requirement of 
presence 80% 

 

Weekly Course Sylabus 
Weeks Final Aim Achivement Criteria Course Material 



1 

Mastering the CSO 
Politics syllabus and 
achievements from 
learning CSO Politics. 

Accuracy in explaining the 
syllabus 

CSO Political Syllabus and 
curriculum 

2 Understand the history 
and dynamics of CSOs 

Accuracy in explaining the 
history and dynamics of 
CSO. 

“Nonprofit Organizations: 
Theory, Management, Policy” by 
Anheier, H.K 

3 

Understanding CSOs as 
a 3rd sector: An analysis 
of NGO political and 
social objectives 

Accuracy in describing 
CSOs as the 3rd sector: 
Analysis of NGO political 
and social objectives 

Nonprofit Organizations: Theory, 
Management, Policy by Anheier, 
H.K. 
The Political Role of Non-
Governmental Organizations"" 
by C. Kuono and E. Söderbaum" 

4 

Building awareness of 
issues of poverty and 
marginalization: social 
stratification and social 
analysis 

Accuracy in explaining the 
issue of poverty and 
marginalization as a 
structural issue 

1. “Kemiskinan Struktural; Suatu 
Bunga Rampai”, Alfian, Mely 
G.Tan, dan Selo Soemardjan 
(eds.), 1980, HIPIS, Malang. 
2. Brady, D. 2006. Structural 
theory and relative poverty in 
rich Western democracies, 
1969-2000. Research in Social 
Stratification and Mobility, vol. 
24, issue 2. Pp. 153-175 

5 

Mastering the role and 
participation of CSOs in 
international forums to 
formulate global 
agendas/values 

Accuracy in explaining the 
role and participation of 
CSOs in international 
forums to formulate global 
agendas/values 

1. “A View from the Top: 
International Politics, Norms and 
the Worldwide Growth of 
NGOs”, Kim D. Reimann 
2. "Global Civil Society: An 
Overview" by J. Lipschutz 

6 

Mastering the 
contribution and role of 
CSOs in global issues 
related to SDGs such as 
sustainable development, 
climate change, human 
rights, democracy, 
poverty, and/or social 
justice 

Accuracy in explaining the 
contribution and role of 
CSOs in global issues 
related to SDGs such as 
sustainable development, 
climate change, human 
rights, democracy, poverty 
and/or social justice 

1. “A View from the Top: 
International Politics, Norms and 
the Worldwide Growth of 
NGOs”, Kim D. Reimann 
2. "Global Civil Society: An 
Overview" by J. Lipschutz 

7 

Mastering the 
contribution and role of 
CSOs in global issues 
related to SDGs such as 
sustainable development, 
climate change, human 
rights, democracy, 
poverty, and/or social 
justice 

Accuracy in explaining the 
contribution and role of 
CSOs in global issues 
related to SDGs such as 
sustainable development, 
climate change, human 
rights, democracy, poverty 
and/or social justice 

“A View from the Top: 
International Politics, Norms and 
the Worldwide Growth of 
NGOs”, Kim D. Reimann 

Mid Semester Exam 



9 

Understanding the role of 
CSOs in local politics 
(democracy and 
development issues) 

Accuracy in the role of 
CSOs in local politics 
(democracy and 
development issues) 

1. “The Politics of NGOs in 
Indonesia: Developing 
democracy and managing a 
movement” by Bob S. 
Hadiwinata 
2. Sylvia Yazid, “Indonesia’s 
Civil Society in the Age of 
Democratization: NGO 
Responses on the Issue of 
Labor Migration,” in 
Transformation, Development, 
and Regionalization in Greater 
Asia, eds. Prof. Dr. Christoph 
Schuck and Matthias Heise, 
M.A. (Baden-Baden: Nomos, 
2013) 

10 

Understand cooperation 
and networking of 
international actors with 
local CSOs regarding 
SDG issues 

Accuracy in explaining 
patterns and dynamics of 
collaboration and 
networking of international 
actors with local CSOs 
regarding SDG issues 

“How do NGOs mobilize around 
the SDGs and what are the 
ways forward? A French-
German comparison by 
Elisabeth Hege & Damien 
Demailly 

11 

Identify the existence of 
the Uncivil Society and its 
influence on the SDGs, 
security and global 
politics 

Accuracy in Identifying the 
existence of the Uncivil 
Society and its influence 
on the SDGs, security and 
global politics 

Civil and Uncivil Society, by 
Marlies Glasius (2016) 

12 

Understand the 
challenges and 
limitations of CSOs in 
terms of funding and 
power, and their impact 
on CSO accountability 

Accuracy in explaining the 
challenges and limitations 
of CSOs in terms of 
funding and power, and 
their impact on CSO 
accountability 

NGOs, States, and Donors: Too 
Close for Comfort? by B. 
Edwards and H. Gaventa 

13 

Comparing the various 
influences of CSO roles, 
strategies and politics on 
global issues 

Accuracy in identifying the 
influence of various CSO 
roles, strategies and 
politics on global issues 

1. “How do NGOs mobilize 
around the SDGs and what are 
the ways forward? A French-
German comparison by 
Elisabeth Hege & Damien 
Demailly 
2. Contoh proposal pengabdian 
masyarakat 

14 

Design (proposals) for 
CSO activities to support 
the achievement of SDGs 
in the surrounding area in 
the form of community 
service 

Accuracy in designing 
(proposals) for CSO 
activities to support the 
achievement of SDGs in 
the surrounding area in 
the form of community 
service 

1. “How do NGOs mobilize 
around the SDGs and what are 
the ways forward? A French-
German comparison by 
Elisabeth Hege & Damien 
Demailly 
2. Contoh proposal pengabdian 
masyarakat 



15 

Design (proposals) for 
CSO activities to support 
the achievement of SDGs 
in the surrounding area in 
the form of community 
service 

Accuracy in designing 
(proposals) for CSO 
activities to support the 
achievement of SDGs in 
the surrounding area in 
the form of community 
service 

Contoh proposal pengabdian 
masyarakat 

Final Semester Exam 
 


