
1 
 

COURSE DESIGN 
 
Course Name    : Indonesian Political System (Sistem Politik Indonesia) 
Course Code / Credits  : BDIA 3114 / 2 SKS 
Teaching Period  : All semesters  
Language of Instruction : Indonesian 
Lecturer    : Abdul Gaffar Karim (FISIPOL Universitas Gadjah Mada) 
Department   : INCULS 
Faculty    : Faculty of Cultural Sciences (FIB) 

This document is available online at 
http://bit.ly/IPS-coursedesign 

 

General Description 
 
This course will give an introductory understanding on Indonesian political system to 
international students. It will discuss the major aspects of Indonesian political system, including 
government system, electoral and party system, judicial system and social system as the 
background of the political system. 
 
At the completion of the course, the participants are expected to be able to: 
 

1. Explain the general feature of Indonesian political system; 
2. Elaborate the historical backgrounds and stages that form the system; 
3. Analyse and draw conclusions on the current issues of Indonesian politics; 
4. Present general comparisons bentween the Indonesian political system and their own 

countries’. 
 
 

Session Plan 
 

Sessions Topics Reference/Materials 

1. General understanding and 
course agreement 

- The general outlook of 
Indonesia. 

- Sneakpeak at Indonesian 
political system 

- http://bit.ly/IPS_Handout 
- http://bit.ly/RoutledgeHand

book  

2. Brief history of Indonesia - History of Indonesian state 
and society 

- Indonesia in regional and 
global contexts 

- http://www.localhistories.o
rg/indonesia.html  

- https://www.worldatlas.co
m/webimage/countrys/asia
/indonesia/idtimeln.htm  

- http://bit.ly/UnlikelyNation 

http://bit.ly/IPS-coursedesign
http://bit.ly/IPS_Handout
http://bit.ly/RoutledgeHandbook
http://bit.ly/RoutledgeHandbook
http://www.localhistories.org/indonesia.html
http://www.localhistories.org/indonesia.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/indonesia/idtimeln.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/indonesia/idtimeln.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/indonesia/idtimeln.htm
http://bit.ly/UnlikelyNation
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- http://bit.ly/IndonesianHist
ory   

3. Indonesian social system - Ethnic groups 
- Religions 

- The students will join two 
MHRD Courses at FISIPOL 
UGM on 9 March 2018 

4. National government 
system 

- Government system 
- Institutions of government 

- http://bit.ly/Splittings  
- http://bit.ly/DemDec 
 5. Local politics - Decentralisation 

- Local government system 
- Issues of separatism 

6. Electoral, party and 
legislative system 

- Indonesian party system 
- Indonesian electoral system 
- Legislative bodies 

- http://bit.ly/RoutledgeHand
book  

7. Visit to Yogyakarta 
government office 

- Meeting with the government of DIY 

8. Reflections on the visit to 
Yogyakarta government 
office 

- Discussing the results of the visit to the government. 

9. Visit to local council - Meeting with the members of local council of DIY 

10. Reflections on the visit to 
local council 

- Discussing the results of the visit to the local council. 

11. Class discussion: Country 
comparison (1) 

- The students will reflects the knowledge they have learned 
during the previous sessions, and draw some comparison 
with their home country. 

- They will present results of the reflections in the class. 
- At the end of the course, there will be write a short essay 

based on the presentation. 
 

12. Class discussion: Country 
comparison (1) 

13. Class discussion: Country 
comparison (1) 

14. Class discussion: Country 
comparison (1) 

 
 

Evaluation 
 
Final mark will based on two aspects: 

- Class activities:  20% 
- Class presentation: 30% 
- Individual essay: 50% 

http://bit.ly/IndonesianHistory
http://bit.ly/IndonesianHistory
http://bit.ly/Splittings
http://bit.ly/DemDec
http://bit.ly/RoutledgeHandbook
http://bit.ly/RoutledgeHandbook

